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A MESSAGE FRO

This spring offers opportunities to explore
our shared history and celebrate the arts.
We're excited to welcome acclaimed
graphic novelist Kazu Kibuishi of
Amulet fame for a special author visit
and teen illustration workshop, to host
engaging talks through our McCauley
Lecture series, as well as long
standing programs like storytimes and
craft evenings.

Washington County Free Library is also
proud to take part in Washington County’s
250" celebrations. Programs tied to America’s
250" anniversary—like the America 250 learning series,
take-and-make kits, and history-themed events—invite patrons of all ages to
discover the stories that shaped our nation and our community. And as always,
we look forward to seeing many of you at WCFL'’s signature events, including
National Library Week and our upcoming Enchantment in the Sky Gala. Thank
you for making the library a vital part of your lives and for helping us build a
strong, connected community.
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Jenny Bakos
Executive Director
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an even brighter future by attending events
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FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY

Our Jrov ts gro wing

Did you know the Washington County
Free Library has a growing Friends of
the Library group?

The Friends are a nonprofit arm of

the library system, that’'s committed to
advocating for awareness about literacy,
learning, and inclusion, raising funds
for library classes and projects, and
volunteering at library events.

April 19-25 is Library Awareness Week.
This year’s theme is “Find Your Joy,”
which is so appropriate for how we

feel about reading and what the library
provides to our community! Friends

of the Library will have a table set up
all week long at the Fletcher Library

in Downtown Hagerstown, where you
can find out more about what we do
and consider becoming a member. Or,
scan the QR code, or visit et 1|
https://www.washcolibrary. '-i"i" _::-E'n:;;
org/about-us and click on i Sl el
“Support Your Library.” (O, B

A few exciting events coming up:

March 5: Friends of the Library Meetup.
A chance to meet fellow bookworms,
enjoy happy hour, and pizza from Rad
Pies. Bring a friend! 4-6 PM Cushwa
Brewery, Williamsport. Free.

March 21: Enchantment in the Sky:
A Fairytale Costume Gala annual
fundraiser. 6:30 PM Fletcher Library.
Tickets are available at www.
washcolibrary.org/fundraiser-2026

Follow us on Facebook @ WCFLFriends

—Friends of the WCFL Library
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FLETCHER LIBRARY

HAGERSTOWN :

WASHINGTOM COUNTY, MO

FLETCHER LIBRARY

ERSTOWN

EVERYONE

CREATE A COMIC

Saturday, March 14 | 2-4 PM
Room TBD

Learn the process of making a comic book
with a special guest artist! Work as a team
to make a comic book to print, share, and

take home. Please make sure to arrive on

time as each second counts to create our

comic! Rescheduled from January. Ages 6
through adult. @

MARYLAND SYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA STORYTIME

Friday, April 10| 11 AM

Community Room 308/309

Join Miss Abigail and MSO guest
Saxophonist Micah Socks for a musical
reading of We Light Up the Sky with Music!

This event will replace Preschool Storytime.

eu&V

%‘Wﬁt"lmej

TODDLER!TIME
Mondays, Jan-Mar & May-July
10 & 11 AM | 18-36 months E}

INFANT STORYTIME
Wednesdays, Jan-Mar & May-July
10 & 11 AM | 6-18 months [

PRESCHOOL STORYTIME
Fridays | 11 AM | Ages 3-5

3/6: Fairy tales and fairy hair
3/13: Special guest Lindsay Ridenour
5/8: Hospice storytime

FAMILY STORY NIGHT
Thursdays | 6:30 PM

3" Thursdays: Therapy
Dog Storytime
All ages

AMULET AUTHOR VISIT

Saturday, April 11| 11 AM

Community Room 308/309

We are thrilled to welcome Kazu Kibuishi,
author and illustrator of the Amulet graphic
novel series! Join us for an exclusive
presentation with Q&A, and meet the
creative mind behind one of today’s most
beloved graphic novels. Ages 6-Adult a

NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK
Sunday, April 19 - Saturday, April 25
Whatever brings you in, the library has
something for everyone. In the Children's
Department, find special activities each
day to celebrate. Winning entries from our
Youth Art Month Bookmark Contest will be
announced.

ESCAPE ROOM - EARTH DAY
ADVENTURE

Saturday, April 25| 10 AM

Community Room 309

Find clues and solve the puzzles in this
Earth Day Adventure themed escape room!
Ages 6+ @

MOTHER’S DAY CRAFT:
POP-UP CARD

Friday, May 8| 11 AM-12:30 PM
Conference Room 334

Celebrate Mom with a beautiful and easy to
make pop-up card! Ages 6+ @

MAY DAY SEED SWAP & SHARE
Saturday, May 9 | 11 AM-2 PM

Community Room 308/309

Join us for a Hagerstown Homesteaders
May Day Seed Swap and Share! Bring
seeds to donate and take seeds to plant or
gift. Door prizes and refreshments served.
You could even win a plant or hanging
basket for Mom!

CULTURAL AUDIO WALK

Monday, May 11| 10 AM

Monday, May 18 | 5:30 PM

Washington County Museum of Fine Arts:
401 Museum Dr, Hagerstown, MD

Walk along the Cultural Trail and learn about
Hagerstown history and present. Discover
recommended audiobooks on historic
features and people that are featured along
the trail. Or bring an audiobook and listen
while you walk with us. Tt

YOUNG CHILDREN

FAIRY TALES AND FAIRY HAIR AT
PRESCHOOL STORYTIME

Friday, March 6 | 11 AM

Once upon a time, there was a storytime all
about fairy tales! Enjoy these stories with
crafts and get sparkles in your hair! Ages
3-5. Q required if you wish to get fairy hair.

CAR SEAT CHECKS WITH THE
WASHINGTON COUNTY HEALTH
DEPARTMENT

Wednesday, April 15| 10 AM-1 PM

Car seat technicians will be available

to make sure your car seat is properly
installed! Contact the Children’s Department
for more details. @

STORYTIME WITH HOSPICE
Friday, May 8| 11 AM

Join us for a special social-emotional
storytime presented with the Hospice
of Washington County Bereavement
Department. Ages 3+

KIDS & TWEENS

AMERICA 250 TAKE & MAKE
Register and pick up a kit at the branch of
your choice during the designated week.
Ages 6-12 T [}

March 16-20: American flag keychain: Learn
about Betsy Ross and the American flag.
April 20-25: Quill pen & ink: Learn about the
Constitution and make your own colonial era
writing set.

May 18-22: Colonial games: Discover what
games kids made during the early days of
the USA and make some yourself.

*** All programs in the Storytime Room 227 unless otherwise noted ***

READ WITH A PET
1t Saturdays | 1 PM

Children can read with Gimli, the dwelf cat.
First come, first served.

KIDS DISCOVER STEM
1t and 37 Saturdays | 11 AM
For ages 3-10 a

3/7: Basket weaving: Learn about colors
and patterns as you create your own basket
using yarn and paper cups.

5/2: Create your own straw firework and
get ready to celebrate Memorial Day and
America's 250" birthday. T

5/16: Join local Master Gardeners to learn
about plants and gardens.

TWEEN HANGOUT AND ADVISORY
BOARD

Wednesdays in March and May | 5 PM

Hang out, play games, eat snacks, and let
us know what fun things you want to see at
the library! Stay tuned this spring for robots,
recycled art, relaxation night, and more! No
Hangout in April. Ages 9-12.

HOMESCHOOL ENRICHMENT
2m & 4" Mondays | 2 PM

Classroom 315, Storytime Room 227,
Community Room/offsite location

For grades 1-8 @

3/9: Learn simple touch typing and basic
coding in this self-paced monthly class.
Devices provided (2 PM, 3:15 PM | Rm 315)

3/23: Join the Hagerstown Fire Department
to learn what it takes to be a firefighter and
see a real life firetruck up close! (Room 227)

4/13: Learn simple touch typing and basic
coding in this self-paced monthly class.
Devices provided (2 PM, 3:15 PM | Rm 315)

4/27: Art gallery scavenger hunt at the
Washington County Arts Council gallery:
34 S. Potomac St, Hagerstown, MD 21740.
Use your skills of observation to complete
a scavenger hunt. Then, celebrate the end
of the school year with a picnic. Meet in
Community Room 308/309, then offsite.

TWEEN STEAM CLUB
Thursday, March 19 | 3:30 PM
Ages 9-12 a requested

Milk beads: Did you know you can make
plastic beads out of milk? Find out!

LEGO CLUB
Saturdays, April 18 and May 16 | 2 PM

Come build with LEGOs! Materials stay at
the library. Ages 4+

CHILDREN’S BOOK WEEK

Monday, May 4 - Friday, May 8

Celebrate the world of children’s books with
different activities each day.

TEENS

COMMUNITY GIVEAWAY

Sundays, Mar 1, Apr 12, May 3| 1:30-3 PM
Non-profit group Echoes of Tomorrow, a
teen-led organization, will be here handing
out FREE toiletries, snacks, art supplies,
and more to anyone who needs them. First
come, first served, while supplies last. No
registration necessary.

TEEN CHEF

1t Mondays in March & May | 5 PM
Make delicious seasonal recipes.

3/2: Chocolate chip Irish soda bread:
Celebrate Irish American Heritage Month!

5/4: Spicy chicken sushi: Celebrate AAPI
(Asian American Pacific Islander) month
with this popular taste of Japan.

AMERICA 250! LEARNING SERIES
Select Tuesdays | 5 PM

Get creative and learn about colonial life
with Ms. Bonnie. Materials provided.
3/3: Come learn about the legend of the
Underground Railroad Quilt Codes and
create a paper quilt square!

3/17: Learn about the history of Irish

immigrants in America and try your luck
building a leprechaun trap!

4/20-23 | 4:30-7:30 PM: History of fur
trapping. Drop in at any time and see our
display items provided by the DNR.

5/19: Make a woven bookmark.

WRITER’S WORKSHOP
1stand 37 Thursdays | 5 PM

Teens can share their writing, get feedback,
and learn new techniques. Developed

using college-level writing resources, this
workshop gives a preview into various kinds
of writing while supporting personal growth.

FESTIVE FRIDAYS

1stand 3 Fridays | 4 PM

Celebrate something with Ms. Swaneet!
We'll celebrate obscure holidays with
snacks, games, and crafts.

3/6: National Oreo Cookie Day

3/20: Spring Equinox

4/17: National Haiku Day

5/1: National Space Day Celebration

5/15: National Chocolate Chip Cookie Day

DUNGEONS & DRAGONS

34 & 5" Mondays in Mar | 5 PM

2 & 4" Mondays in Apr & May | 5 PM
Teen Community Room

Join teen volunteer and Dungeon Master
Rob for 2 hours of DnD. All teens welcome!

MOVIE NIGHTS
2" and 4% Thursdays | 4:30 PM

Watch movies and eat snacks. Teens
choose the movie! Vote for the movie in the
Teens Department at Fletcher.

CHESS & CHOCOLATE

Last Wednesdays | 5 PM
Teen Community Room

Drop in for chess (or checkers!) and hot
chocolate. Tweens are welcome after 6 PM.

THERAPY RABBIT VISIT

Mondays, March 23, April 20, May 18 | 6 PM

Drop in within the hour and hang out with
Bleu the Bunny, a certified therapy rabbit.

4 | 2026 | MAR/APR/MAY
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WASHINGTOMN COUNTY, MD

FLETCHER LIBRARY

ERSTOWN

PI1ZZA FOR YOUR THOUGHTS?
Wednesday, Feb 18| 5 PM

Grab a slice of pizza and meet our
community partners at the Washington
County Health Department! Learn

about their free and confidential mental
health services for teens and young adults.

MARIO DAY
Tuesday, March 10| 5 PM

Join us for Nintendo Switch games, coloring
pages, prizes, and snacks!

Pl DAY
Saturday, March 14| 2 PM

Come learn about this irrational number and
share a slice of pie!

PROM POP-UP EVENT

Monday, March 23 | 5 PM

Storytime Room 227

WCFL Teens Department teamed with the
Goodwill Adolescent Clubhouse to bring
our community FREE formal wear for prom.
All teens welcome. First come, first served
while supplies last. No registration required.

PIZZA & POETRY

Friday, April 10| 4:30 PM

Join us for a delicious night of poetry! We'll
have an open mic, poetry readings, and lots
of pizza. We're celebrating National Poetry
Month the cheesiest way possible!

TEEN ILLUSTRATION WORKSHOP
Saturday, April 11| 2 PM

Conference Room 334

Teens are invited to a special illustration
workshop with Kazu Kibuishi, author and
illustrator of the Amulet graphic novel
series! Space is limited, don’t miss this
unique hands-on opportunity! Q

TEENS TOBACCO PREVENTION
Tuesday, April 14| 4:30-6:30 PM - drop in
The Washington County Health Department

will be visiting the Teens Department with
prizes and snacks to educate teens on the

dangers of tobacco use and vaping.

MARSHMALLOW PEEP HOUSE
Tuesday, April 21| 5 PM

Put your building skills to the test and make
a candy home for peeps!

MAY POLE WAND CRAFT
Tuesday, May 5| 5 PM
Celebrate spring with this adorable craft!

STOP THE BLEED TRAINING
Wednesday, May 6 | 5:30 PM
FREE certification for teens presented by

registered nurse Mackenzie Shepherd.
Perfect for teens who babysit, or want to!

TEENS & ADULTS

ART CLUB FOR TEENS & ADULTS
1st Wednesdays | 5:30-7 PM
Community Room 308/309

A group for all art lovers. Art supplies
provided, or bring your own! Get your
creativity flowing, learn new techniques, and
discover DIY supplies such as homemade
canvases! Light refreshments provided. @

RESTORATIVE YOGA & SOUND
BATH

Last Sunday of the month | 2-3:30 PM
March 29 | April 26 | May 31
Community Room 308/309

Celebrate the Spring Equinox with yoga
designed for all levels—beginners included.
Conclude with a soothing full-body guided
relaxation and Sound Bath featuring crystal
bowls from Shores of Avalon Sound Healing.
Embrace the tranquility! Ages 13+ @

EATING HEALTHY ON A BUDGET:
HEALTHY COOKING DEMO

Tuesday, March 31| 12-1 PM
Community Room 308/309

Price of groceries got you down? Don't want
to sacrifice healthy eating for cheap food?
Lisa Moran from Johns Hopkins Priority
Partners will demonstrate how to make a
healthy and budget-friendly dish. Get a free

copy of Good and Cheap: Eat Well on $4 a
Day by Leanne Brown! a

ADULTS

MCCAULEY LECTURE:
HAGERSTOWN’S MODERN
LANDMARK: THE HERALD-MAIL
BUILDING AND ITS IMPORTANCE

Monday, April 6 | 6-7:30 PM
Community Room 308/309

The Herald-Mail Building is an architectural
masterpiece and socio-economic marker
in Hagerstown that is virtually unknown
beyond our county. This presentation will
highlight the building, owners, architects,
builders, and some of the long-standing
and significant employees. Learn from the
National Park Service Historic American
Buildings Survey (HABS) team members
who documented the Herald-Mail Building
for the HABS/HAER/HALS Collection at the
Library of Congress (MD-1534). Tt

MICROFILM MAGIC: REVEALING
HAGERSTOWN'S PAST THROUGH
HISTORIC NEWSPAPERS

Wednesday, April 22 | 1-3 PM
Community Room 308/309

The Evening Globe and The Daily Globe
were unusual local papers. Nearly 100
microfilm reels from these papers are now
available for viewing. Staff from Backstage
Library Works of Bethlehem, PA, will
present on working with old newsprint and
the process of scanning and filming. See a
demonstration on microfilm readers. T

MCCAULEY LECTURE:

THE LOVETTS AND THEIR HILL
TOP HOUSE HOTEL IN HARPERS
FERRY

Monday, May 4 | 6-7:30 PM

Community Room 308/309

The Hill Top House Hotel was a beloved
destination for couples and families; few
know it was founded by African-American
power couple Tom and Lavinia Lovett. This
talk highlights the challenges and successes

as operators of a segregated whites-only
resort during the Jim Crow era. Presented
by Lynn Pechuekonis. T

VOICES OF OUR PAST —
BYLINE: ERNIE PYLE

Friday, April 10| 1-2:30 PM
Community Room 308/309

One of the first "embedded" reporters, Ernie

Pyle, wrote a column that ran in Scripps-
Howard newspapers during World War Il.
Byline: Actor Steve Larocque recounts the
major events of World War Il in Pyle's own
words. The actor becomes the reporter,
appalled at the tragic waste and the brutal
conditions of war. &% [

STOP THE BLEED

Tuesday, April 21| 1-2 PM

Community Room 308/309

Learn what to do in a life-threatening
emergency situation. Training with the
Washington County Health Department.
Seating is limited, sign up today! @

STORYTIME FOR ADULTS WITH
ALL ABILITIES

2rd & 4" Thursdays | 10:30 AM
Community Room 308/309

Join us as we read books, sing along to

EVERYONE

TAKE AND MAKE: FOUND POETRY
March and April | During all public stops

Celebrate 250 years of women in the arts
with this craft series. We’re kicking off with

a found poetry kit inspired by the United
States' first woman Poet Laureate, Louise
Bogan. Compose your poem using salvaged
book pages, magazine text, and collage
materials. While supplies last. Q =

music, dance, play games, make crafts, and
more!

3/12: Pi Day! | 3/26: Craft Month!
4/9: Kite Month! | 4/23: Egg Hunt!
5/14: Yoga! | 5/28: MD History! T

REEL TALK
2 Wednesdays | 2-3:30 PM
Classroom 315

Discuss a specific movie each month, share
thoughts and feelings, and talk about what
makes the movie tick. Films are available for
either checkout or streaming on Kanopy.

3/11: The Death of Stalin
4/8: No Country For Old Men
5/13: Whale Rider

iCONVERSEMOS! SPANISH/
ENGLISH CHAT GROUP

27 and last Thursdays | 9 AM

El segundo y el dltimo jueves del mes
Study Room 333

This informal group for speakers of

both English and Spanish is the perfect
opportunity to learn in a fun, no-pressure
environment.

Este grupo informal para hablantes de

*BOOKMOBILE

YOUNG CHILDREN

STORYTIME @ WCMFA

3 Wednesdays | 3:00 PM
Washington County Museum of Fine Arts:
401 Museum Dr Hagerstown, MD 21740

Join us in the gallery based on the
museum’s exhibition: The Scandinavian
Home. Share books, songs, and activities
about home and coziness. Explore
characters from Nordic folklore: fairies, trolls,

inglés y espafiol es la oportunidad perfecta
para aprender en un ambiente divertido y
sin presiones.

HAGERSTOWN HOMESTEADERS
34 or 4" Fridays | 2 PM

34 or 4" Saturdays | 11 AM

Quiet Room 213 or Conference Room 334
In this popular monthly gardening club
learn to grow, harvest, preserve, and cook
food from scratch. Get vital info for garden
success pertinent to each season. @

3/27 & 3/28: Up-potting, hardening off, and
household amendments (213)

4/17 & 4/18: Direct sowing, companion
planting, and containers and trellises (334)

5/15 & 5/16: Summer planting, garden
maintenance, and transplants (334)

50 BOOKS CAFE

Wednesdays, March 4 & May 6 | 6-7:30 PM
Western Maryland Room

Want to talk about what you're reading?
Discuss your current reads with the goal

of reading 50 books during a 12-month
calendar period. Come join us!

A A A AAAAAAAALAALAALAALALMALALAAAAALALALALALAAAALALALAALAAAAALA

and gnomes. Family friendly. Q

STORYTIME ON THE FARM
Mondays, April 13, and May 11| 10:30 AM
Ivy Hill Farm: 13840 Smithsburg Pike
Smithsburg, MD 21783

Join us in the farm shop as we welcome
Springtime with stories, songs, and fun.
Family friendly.

6 | 2026 | MAR/APR/MAY
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BOONSBORO

401 Potomac Street | Boonsboro, MD 21713 | 301-432- 5723
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Tuesdays | 11 AM

Learn numbers, shapes, and colors!
Ages 18-36 months

PRESCHOOL STORYTIME
Wednesdays | 3:30 PM

Have fun and develop a love of reading
and learning. Ages 3+

INFANT LAP-SIT
Fridays | 11 AM

Enjoy books with your baby in a fun,
interactive setting. Ages 0-18 months

FAMILY STORYTIME
Saturdays | 11 AM

Seasonally themed stories
and craft! All ages

EVERYONE

FREE SEED LIBRARY

March- all month | Library hours

We will be giving free seeds of a variety

of vegetables to get your garden growing.
Check out one of our many gardening books
to perfect your garden or inspire you to try
something new.

YOUNG CHILDREN

EGG-CELLENT EGG HUNT

Saturday, March 28 | 11 AM

Enjoy some seasonal stories, then make a
bag for collecting eggs at the library. Hunt is
outside weather-permitting.a in advance to
ensure we have enough for all participants.

EARTH DAY CELEBRATION
Saturday, April 18 | 11 AM
After an Earth Day Storytime, head

outside with your family to do a scavenger
hunt along the nature trail behind the library!

SENSORY PLAY
Tuesday, April 28 | 11 AM

Participants will engage in different activities
to enhance their senses and experience
interaction through sensory play.

Ages 0-5 and people of different abilities.

MEET A POLICE OFFICER
Saturday, May 16 | 11 AM

Officer Rogers from the Boonsboro Police
Department will visit us during storytime,
then we can head outside to get a look at his
police vehicle.

IN THE GARDEN STORYTIME
Wednesday, May 6 | 4 PM

Join us for a storytime about gardening.
Decorate a plant container and plant a seed
for your garden, or make one for Mother’s
Day. Take a tour of our beautiful garden.
Ages 3-10

STEM EXPLORATIONS:
LEGO CLUB

Last Wednesdays | 4 PM

Join us for some hands-on fun with Lego
engineering challenges. Discover what you
can make!

TEENS

ROLE PLAYING GAME GUILD
2" & 4" Thursdays | 5 PM

Join our party of adventurers as we make
our own magic through role playing games.
New members should register online and
let us know whether you will bring your own
character sheet or want us to pre-roll a
character for you. Grades 6-12

WASHINGTOM COUNTY, MD

TWEEN/TEEN AFTERNOON:
CANDY SUSHI

Friday, May 8 | 4 PM

Get creative with different kinds of candy to
make sweet candy sushi—then eat it!
Grades 6-12. E} in advance to ensure we
have enough supplies.

ADULT

ABC (AFTERNOON BOOK CLUB)
3 Tuesdays | 3 PM

All are welcome to join the discussion. Stop
by the library to reserve a copy of the book.

LEARN ABOUT DEMENTIA
Wednesday, March 18 | 5:30 PM

Join Rebekah Blum from Stay Home Senior
Services of Maryland to discover signs of
Dementia, ways to prevent it, and how to
live well with loved ones who have it.

ADULT CRAFT NIGHT: ORIGAMI
Wednesday, April 15| 5:30 PM

Join us for a relaxing night of Origami—
the Japanese art of paper folding. With a
plethora of beautiful paper to choose from,
we will introduce many different forms.

LOW WASTE LIVING:

WORKSHOP AND SWAP
Wednesday, May 20 | 5:30 PM

Discuss low waste systems that preserve
food and reduce waste. Bring items to the
swap table to share. Swap theme TBD.
Hosts: Boonsboro Green Fest/Zero Waste Team

BOONSBORO HISTORICAL
SOCIETY SPEAKERS

Tuesdays, Mar 24, Apr 28, May 19 | 6:30 PM

Hear from speakers who know intriguing
details of our local history we bet you
haven't heard before. Speakers TBD Tt

MOVIE NIGHT FOR GROWN-UPS
2 Tuesdays | 6 PM

3/10: Wicked for Good (PG-13)
4/14: The Phoenician Scheme (PG-13)
5/12: Ella McCay (PG-13)

AMERICA

250

EVERYONE

MYSTERY BOOK AND CHERRY PIE

In Memory of Arnita Ernst, who would like us
all to read a mystery book and bake a cherry
pie, each month we will raffle off a mystery
novel. When you pick up your book, don't
forget Arnita’s award-winning pie recipe!

STUDENT ART SHOW

March 27 - April 2 | Library hours
Please see library staff to unlock the exhibit.

HOMESCHOOL AT THE LIBRARY
34 Tuesdays | 1 PM

Join us for a variety of STEM activities,
crafts, and more. Ages 8+ @*

3/17: Building Rube Goldberg activity
4/21: Pulleys, scales, and catapults
5/19: Art, activity TBD

CLEARSPRING

]2624 Broadfording Road | Clear Spring, MD 21722 | 301-842-2730

AFTERSCHOOL STEAM

ADULTS

ADULT BOOK DISCUSSION
1st Wednesdays | 11:30 AM

Join others for a lively discussion. Please
contact the library for a copy of the book.

1t or 2" Thursdays | 3:45 PM

Find a variety of STEM activities, crafts,
and more. Ages 8+ @*

3/12: Building Rube Goldberg activity
4/9: Pulleys, scales, and catapults
5/7: Art, activity TBD

*Please register each child separately

TEENS & ADULTS

ADULT/TEEN CRAFT
2 or 37 Saturdays | 11 AM
Enjoy making useful crafts. Ages 13+ @

sTORYTIME

Fridays |

3/14: Ukranian Easter eggs
99 30 minutes of

4/18: Greeting cards
5/16: Felting craft

A A AAAAAAAAMAMALAALAALALALALALAAALAALAALALALAALAAAALALALALAALAAALALALALALAAALALALALA

been bringing in her certified therapy Lionhead rabbits, Bleu and Cheddar, for a monthly
Digital Detox session. She shares, "l love offering animal therapy to teens at the library because it
creates a space for relaxation, connection, and joy. Animals have a unique ability to provide comfort
without judgment, helping teens unwind from stress and feel more at ease. It’s truly heartwarming
to witness shy or anxious teens open up, smile, and engage. Bringing this experience to the
library makes a meaningful difference, and I’'m grateful to be part of it."

Fifteen-year-old Zoey, a regular in the section, expresses her appreciation, saying, "They
make me so calm and happy. | love bunnies!" Even security guard Celena finds joy in the
rabbits. After a quick visit during her rounds, she remarks, "l needed that. | looked at them
and felt the warmth, and | knew it was going to be a great evening. Now | can get through

the next two hours of my shift!"

Through the therapy rabbit program, Kelly and her rabbits are making a significant ﬁ
impact on the lives of teens at the library, creating a nurturing space for healing _rf’
and connection. This initiative not only enriches the library experience butalso = ;
fosters a sense of community and well-being among all who participate.

THERAPY RABBITS
IN THE TEENS DEPARTMENT
BY BONNIE L. RAMSBURG

For the past year, Kelly Kettering has

L
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HANCOCK

231 Hancock Veterans Pkwy | Hancock, MD 21750 | 301-678-5300

\Ze Ml&v
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PRESCHOOL STORYTIME

Wednesdays | 11:30 AM
An hour of stories, movement,
games, and crafts. Ages 3-5

INFANT & TODDLER
Fridays | 11:30 AM

30 interactive minutes for our
smallest patrons and their
caregiver. Ages 0-18

EVERYONE

FAMILY TAKE & MAKE
All month | Library hours
A fun craft to do at home. Ages 8+ m

March: Mini spring wreath
April: Painted rock bug tic-tac-toe set
May: Mini beaded potted plant

FAMILY CRAFT SATURDAYS
1 Saturday per month | 12 PM
A different craft every month. Ages 8+ Q

3/21: Stenciled tote bags
4/11: Faux stained glass flowers
5/16: Fairy garden in a frame

LIBRARY NIGHT AT
MARTHA’S HOUSE

4" Tuesdays | 5:30 PM
47 W. Main St, Hancock, MD

Enjoy a family style meal and activity. o

YOUNG CHILDREN

CHILDREN’S TAKE & MAKE
All month | Library hours
A fun, seasonal take-home craft. Ages 3-7@

March: Mini “spring” flower garden
April: Egg and spoon maracas
May: Flower string art

HOMESCHOOL DAY @ THE
LIBRARY

2 Thursdays | 3 PM

Homeschool group activities. Series runs
September-May. All ages

March: Youth Art Month activity

April: Science activity

May: End-of-year wrap up

LEGO CLUB

4" Wednesdays | 3 PM

Attention Legomaniacs! Join other LEGO
lovers in some bricktastic building fun! A
different challenge each month! Grades 1-5

KEEDYSVILLE &

22 Taylor Drive | Keedysville, MD 21756 | 301-432-6641

EVERYONE

SPRING FEST SCAVENGER HUNT

Saturday, May 2 | 11 AM-2 PM

Stop by for a scavenger hunt map. Find all
of the spots in the clues and turn it in at the
library by 2 PM for a sweet prize.

WASHINGTOM COUNTY, MD

TEENZONE CRAFT
Each month | Branch hours
A monthly craft/activity in our YA section.

ADULTS

ADULT BOOK CLUB
37 Wednesdays | 5 PM
Books chosen each month by members.

MAKERS CLUB

1t Saturday per month | 10 AM

Come create with Cricuts. Adults and ages
12+ with supervision @

3/21: 3-D bunny
4/11: Water bottle stickers
5/16: Writing with Cricut

MANGA & ANIME CLUB
2" & 4" Thursdays | 5 PM

Book discussions, movies, and snacks!
Geared toward adults ages 18-30.

SENIOR CRAFT & CHAT FRIDAYS
4" Fridays | 10 AM

Hancock Senior Center

126 W. High St, Hancock, MD

Enjoy social time, crafts, and snacks with
other seniors.

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAD
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AMERICA

THEMED STORYT!ME

Thursdays | 3:30 PM
Ages 3*

EVERYONE

FREE COMIC BOOK DAY
Saturday, May 2 | Library hours

Stop by the Library and pick up your free
comic book! All ages.

PLANT/SEED SWAP AND SHARE
Wednesday, April 29 | 1:30-6:30 PM

Tables will be set up in front of the library.
Feel free to drop off and pick up!!

YOUNG CHILDREN

COMMUNITY STORYTIMES
Thursday, March 26 | 4 PM

4065 Florals:
100 E. Main Sreet, Sharpsburg, MD
Enjoy floral stories and activities. o

Thursday, April 30 | 3:30 PM
Burkholder's Baked Goods
106 E. High Street, Sharpsburg, MD

Learn about making cookies, enjoy cookie
stories, and take a cookie home! Q

LITTLE LIBERTY TEA
Thursday, May 7 | 3:30 PM

Join us for tea and little cakes while listening
to Americana stories. T

HOMESCHOOL ANIMAL SCIENCE
Wednesday, March 4| 2:30 PM

Pick an animal and roll the dice to see if
your animal will survive our wildlife game.
See 11 furs, replica skulls, tracks, and scat.

LEGO CLUB

1t Saturdays | 10 AM
Build the Lego challenge or free build.

LEPRECHAUN HUNT
March 17-19 | Library hours

Did leprechauns leave something behind?
Follow the clues to find out! Ages 6-12.

HOMESCHOOL BOOK CLUB
Select Wednesdays | 1:30 PM

Enjoy book related discussion and activities.

3/25: Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by
Roald Dahl.

4/22: The Bark of the Bog Owl by Jonathan
Rogers

5/13: Ben and Me by Robert Lawson

ADULTS

SPICE CLUB - PICK UP TURMERIC
March | Library hours

Last month to pick up (while supplies last):
* Your sample of the spice of the month

* Information about the spice

* A recipe including the spice

ADULT BOOK SHARE
1st Wednesdays | 1 PM
Share your favorite current read.

ARMIES OF ANTIETAM

Saturday, March 7 | 2 PM
101 W. Main St, Sharpsburg, MD

Meet the authors of Armies of Antietam—a
comprehensive look at the organization of
both armies during the Maryland Campaign
of September 1862. Sponsored by Antietam
Institute. T

Y

SHARPSBURG

106 East Main Street | Sharpsburg, MD 21782 | 301-432-8825

SPICE CLUB - FOOD SHARE
Wednesday, March 11| 6 PM
Share food and recipes including the spices.

GARDENING KNOW-HOW WITH
MASTER GARDENER TRICA

Wednesdays, April 29 and May 27 | 6 PM
Learn from a local master gardener!

4/29: Container planting - tips and tricks to
plant a pot!

5/27: Seed saving -
for a future garden.

learn how to save seeds

LIBERTY TEA

Thursday, May 7 | 1:30 PM

Join us for tea and little cakes in honor
of America’s 250" anniversary! Fill a
sachet with your own scent combination.
Wear period clothes if you like. Weaving

demonstration. Seating is limited.
@ call 301-432-8825 ®R

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAALAAAAAAAAAAAL

DESIGN A BOOKMARK
sl - CONTEST

March 1 31 2026

Open to chnldren ages 5-18 who have a WCFL
library card or live in Washington County.

Ask your librarian for an entry form.
Scan the QR code for entry details.
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SMITHSBURG &=

66 West Water Street | Smithsburg, MD 21783 | 301-824-7722

. SMITHSBURG

Scan code to view calendar and register

EVERYONE

EXPLORE THE NIGHT SKY AT THE
SMITHSBURG LIBRARY

Wednesday, April 22 | 8 PM

Join the Tri-State Astronomers for an out-of-
this-world evening of stargazing! Whether
you are a seasoned space enthusiast or
have never looked through a telescope
before, come join us for a special public
Star Party. Our local experts will have high-
powered telescopes set up to guide you
through the wonders of the April night sky.

YOUNG CHILDREN

STORYTIME IN OUR TOWN:

FORT RITCHIE

Saturday, March 21| 11:30 AM

Fort Ritchie Community Center:

14421 Lake Royer Dr, Fort Ritchie, MD
Meet us at the Fort Ritchie Community
Center for a splashy, fish-themed storytime
full of fun and engaging tales! R Q

EASTER STORYTIME
Saturday, April 4| 11:30 AM

Hop into spring with a fun, Easter storytime
full of bunnies, eggs, stories, songs, and
activities for young children and families. Q

INFANT STORYTIME PRESCHOOL STORYTIME
2nd & 4" Wednesdays | 11 AM Fridays (EX 4/3) | 11 AM
Children’s Room Community Room
Ages 6-18 months Ages 3-5

TODDLER TIME
Thursdays | 11 AM
Community Room

Ages 18-36 months All ages

Q"W\“\M 901/7’[’\%;

SATURDAY STORYTIME
Saturdays | 11:30 AM
Children’s Room

STORYTIME IN OUR TOWN:
ROCKY'S PIZZA

Saturday, May 2 | 11:30 AM
Rocky’s Pizza:
22032 Jefferson Blvd. Smithsburg, MD

Join us to see how pizza is made, read a
few books about pizza, and then enjoy a
slice of pizza (one per child). m

SIMPLE STEM CHALLENGE KITS
March: Benjamin Franklin's kite "Fﬁ

April: Root view

May: Animal acrobat activity

TAKE & MAKE CRAFT KITS
March: Bird feeder

April: Rabbit with a fence
May: Flower bookmark

LEGO NIGHT

1st Mondays | 5 PM

Try the LEGO Challenge or free build.
3/2: Build something to run on a zipline
4/6: Famous building rebuild

5/4: Mystery bag challenge

LEADERS OF 250 YEARS AGO

Join us to learn about the leaders that built
our country 250 years ago. Each session will
include hands-on activities.

Ages 6-12. T [}
Wednesday, March 25 | 4 PM
Benjamin Franklin
Wednesday, April 22 | 4 PM
Thomas Jefferson

Wednesday, May 20 | 4 PM
George Washington

EMBRYOLOGY
Tuesday, March 31| 4 PM

"Egg"-splore the science of egg formation,
chick development, and hatching. Learn
about raising chickens including purpose
and use, chicken nutrition, and careers
within the poultry industry. Jennifer Burger,
from the University of Maryland Extension,
will present and set up an incubator to view
chicks hatch at the library. Ages 6-12 a

TAPE IT UP!
Wednesday, March 11| 5 PM

Teen Duct Tape Workshop—make your
own wallet, enjoy pizza and sodas, and get
creative with friends! Q

CREATE VIRAL REELS: TIKTOK &
INSTAGRAM MADE EASY

Wednesday, April 8| 5 PM

Learn to create engaging TikTok and
Instagram Reels. (R - opens March 8!

PIZZA, SODA, AND PARACORD
POWER!

Wednesday, May 6 | 5 PM

Craft your own paracord bracelet—

materials, food, and fun included.
E} - opens March 8!

12| 2026 | MAR/APR/MAY

ADULTS

AMERICAN FLAG PIN
Tuesday, March 10 | 6:30-8 PM

Celebrate the Nation’s 250" by creating a
flag pin. Basic counted surface embroidery
stitches will be used to make this pin which
measures approximately 2 x 2.5 inches.
This is a basic project and no experience
is necessary. The stitches will be taught in
the class by the Hagerstown Embroiderer’s
Guild. Directions/ideas will be given for
finishing the pin. Ages 13+ T [}

MAKE AND TAKE KIT:
WATERCOLOR

April- all month | Library hours

Teens and Adults, stop by the library to pick
up your kit to make watercolor art. Draw a
design on the watercolor paper with a white
crayon and then use the watercolors to
enhance your drawing. While supplies last.

ADULTS

MOVIE NIGHT

Join us for a free showing of great movies.
Tuesday, March 31

6 PM | The Fantastic 4: First Steps (2025)
(PG-13)

Tuesday, April 14

4 PM | Paddington in Peru (2025) (PG)

6 PM | The Phoenician Scheme (2025)
(PG-13)

KNITTING, CROCHETING, AND
CRAFT GROUP

Fridays (EX 4/3) | 10:30 AM

Bring your project and join this group.

OPENING RECEPTION FOR THE
ARTISTS OF 21783

Tuesday, March 3 | 5-7 PM

An exhibit of work by artists in and around
Smithsburg, MD. This show has been
organized by the Smithsburg Arts and
Culture Association and sponsored by the
town’s Economic Development Commission.
Art will be on display through May 4.

IT'S GAME NIGHT!
2 & 4" Tuesdays | 6-8 PM
Board games are available. Ages 10+

FILLING IN THE GAPS IN
RESEARCH: CREATING TIMELINES
TO TRACK YOUR FAMILY

Tuesday, March 17| 6 PM

You've researched your ancestors for years
but still have unanswered questions about
their lives. It seems you’ve found every
record available for them, but could there
be something more? In this presentation,
professional genealogist Susan Fabian,

will show you how to create a variety of
timelines, find the gaps, and determine
which records could fill in the holes in your
research. Along with methodology, learn
from real-life examples. Q

WRITERS GROUP
2" & 4" Saturdays | 10:15 AM

Join this fun and informal group of fellow
writers to share writing, feedback, and ideas.

ADULT BOOK CLUB

4" Tuesdays | 5 PM

3/24: Small Mercies by Dennis Lahane
4/28: Calamity of Souls by David Baldacci

5/26: The Book Club for Troublesome
Women by Marie Bostwick

PETER GEISER:

SMITHSBURG’S INVENTOR
Tuesday, March 24| 6:45 PM

Geiser Way in the Whispering Hills
neighborhood of Smithsburg, is named
after Smithsburg native, Peter Geiser, the

inventor of the grain separator. This made
the slow process of separating grain from
the stalk easy for farmers. Presented by

lan Dawson, Smithsburg Historical Society
member, to honor the 200" anniversary

of Peter Geiser’s birth and shed light on
Geiser’s rise to success in creating a major
manufacturing plant in Waynesboro. Join us
for a lecture and a piece of cake! ':?R E}

FAMILY LORE — FACT OR FICTION?
Tuesday, April 21| 6 PM

Maybe you’ve been told that you are
descended from royalty, a famous person,

a war hero, or someone who lived an
extraordinary life—but how much of family
lore is true, and how much is exaggerated?
Professional genealogist Susan Fabian, will
show how to break those family stories into
their individual parts, and evaluate each one
for accuracy. Q

MATERIAL CULTURE OF THE
LONG HUNTER

Tuesday, May 19 | 6 PM

Explore the tools, clothing, and gear of the
18™-century long hunter in this engaging
presentation by the Maryland Forces
Reenactment Group. "‘TR Q

ANCESTORS ON THE MOVE -
IMMIGRATION AND MIGRATION

Tuesday, May 26 | 6 PM

Nearly every person in the United States
had ancestors from elsewhere. Whether

it was immigration from long ago or more
recent times, records exist that can help
determine where they came from, the
reasons they came, and how and why
many immigrants traveled west and settled
our country. Susan Fabian will discuss the
‘push-pull’ phenomenon of immigration and
migration, records that exist, and hints in
current research that can help determine
where your ancestors came from and where
they ended up. E}
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WILLIAMSPORT

104 East Potomac Street | Williamsport, MD 21795 | 301-223-7027

WILLIAMSPORT

Scan code to view calendar and register

EVERYONE

NEW EVENING STORTYIME
GUEST: BLEU THE RABBIT

Thursdays, Mar 19, Apr 16, May 7 | 6 PM

Join us for a special visit from Bleu (like the
cheese), the friendly therapy rabbit. Bleu
loves to visit and bring smiles to everyone
she meets. Her calm hops and cuddly
nature help children relax and learn the
power of kindness, care, and comfort—one
bunny hug at a time! Bleu will visit just
before and during Storytime.

NEW HOMESCHOOL HANGOUT
3 Wednesdays | 3-4 PM

4" Mondays | 2-3 PM

Two monthly opportunities for parents and
children to join! Ages 2-15 @

4 Mlév
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TODDLER STORYTIME
Mondays (EX 5/25) | 11 AM

Stories, songs, felt stories, music,
and more. Ages 18-36 months

PRESCHOOL STORYTIME
Wednesdays | 11 AM

Stories, music, educational
activities, and fun! Ages 2-6

EVENING STORYTIME
Thursdays | 6 PM

A great, alternative time to enjoy
stories, music, and educational
activities. All ages

March: Adults theme: Talk activities and
share ideas with others. Children theme:
STEM activities.

April: Adults theme: How to browse the
library’s catalog and reserve books to
support your homeschool curriculum.
Children theme: Explore reference books,
what are they, and how are they used.

May: Adults theme: Material and curriculum
SWAP. Bring along items you no longer
use or need to share with others. Children’s
theme: games and puzzles.

FAMILY POKEMON TRIVIA
Thursday, March 26 | 5 PM

Calling all Pokémon fans. Share your
knowledge with our family trivia event. All
are welcome for an hour of fun!

GARDEN PARTY

Thursday, May 21| 2 PM

Celebrate the beginning of the growing
season. Create and take home a special
spring souvenir. Space is limited. @

CRAFT SUPPLY/MATERIAL SWAP
March & April - all month | Library hours

Take or share gently used or unwanted
craft supplies. Swap includes all crafty
materials—open and gently used items
are welcome. Take something or leave
something. No need to bring something to
participate. Call for more information.

NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK
April 20-25 - all week | Library hours

Stop by the branch this week to share how
the library brings you joy.

SPRING PLANT & SEED SWAP
May- all month | Library hours

Take or share your indoor and outdoor
plants and seeds. Cuttings for plants

are welcome. Take something or leave
something. No need to bring something to
participate. Call for more information.

YOUNG CHILDREN

STORYTIMES AROUND TOWN
1st Wednesdays | 11 AM

Join us each month for books, music, and
fun in a different location in town!

3/4: On Stage Performance Studio:

10226 Governor Lane Blvd. Suite #4012
Williamsport, MD

After storytime, hear about the programs at
OnStage, and learn a few dance moves.

4/1: Williamsport C & O Canal Visitors
Center: 205 W. Potomac Street,
Wiliamsport, MD

After storytime, a speical guest Park Ranger
will share how locks operated. Find the red
building that reads “Cushwa Coal & Brick”.
Use parking lot next to the building. ﬁ

5/6: River Bottom Roasters: 10212 Governor
Lane Blvd, Suite 1008 Williamsport, MD

Join us at this local coffee shop for stories,
songs, and fun. All ages welcome.

WIGGLE & GIGGLE:

FREE PLAY TIME

Mondays & Wednesdays | 11:30 AM

Join us after storytime to wiggle, socialize,
and play in our storytime area. Organized
activities provided from time to time.

MAKERSPACE TABLETOP
CHALLENGE

Every week | Library hours

Stop by the Makerspace to try new tabletop
challenges or activities each week! Activities
include science, engineering, math, nature,
and building challenges. Grades K-5

TWEEN CRAFT NIGHT
Last Wednesdays | 5 PM

Too old for storytime, and not ready for our
teen programs? Then this event is just for
you! Join us for a craft time just for tweens.

14| 2026 | MAR/APR/MAY

All supplies provided. Ages 8-12
@ preferred

3/25: Mini yarn woven baskets
4/29: Mini zines

5/27: Mini watercolor painting

TEENS & ADULTS

ESCAPE ROOMS
2 Tuesdays | 4 PM

Find clues, solve puzzles, and face down
challenges before the time runs out! Four
30-min time slots available. Different theme
each month. [ online or call 301-223-7027

3/10: Victorian
4/14: Under the circus tent
5/12: Garfield

ADULT CRAFTY HOUR
2" Wednesdays | 5:30 PM

Crafting can be relaxing and help improve
your mood. Join us for an enjoyable hour.
All supplies provided. Ages 13+ Q

3/11: Macrame keychain
4/8: Hand embroidery basics for beginners
5/13: Garden painted houses

JOURNALING
39 Tuesdays | 5:30 PM

Journaling practice, prompts, art, and ideas.
Craft materials provided. Ages 13+

Washington County Free Library Presents... -

_@NCHANTMENT IN THE_BKY 1
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ADULTS

WILLIAMSPORT BOOK CLUB

18t Thursdays | 1:30 PM and 5 PM

Our Book Club is a small group, with a very
lively and engaging book discussion.

3/5: Libertie by Kaitlyn Greenidge

4/2: The Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and
Sweet by Jamie Ford

5/7: All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony
Doerr

NEW LONG STORY SHORT

BOOK CLUB

37 Wednesdays | 12:15 PM

Don’t have time to read long novels, all are
welcome to our bite sized book club. Each
month we will discuss a short book, poetry,
and or short story.

3/18: The Wood at Midwinter by Susanna
Clarke

4/15: Spring poems (pick up your packet at
the branch)

5/20: Mother's Day by George Saunders

CRAFTY COMPANIONS

2" Mondays | 1 PM

Craft time for adults with intellectual and
developmental disabilities. Join us monthly
for an engaging craft and social time at our
center table. Craft with your companion.
Seasonal crafts and all supplies provided.

A FAIRYTALE COSTUME GALA

Saturday, March 21| 6:30 - 10:30 PM

Fletcher Library, Hagerstown

21+ Event
$45/Single Ticket
$80/Two Tickets

TALKS WITH THE WASHINGTON
COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Select Mondays and Wednesdays
Preceding 11 AM storytimes

Learn practical and seasonal safety tips
from our local health department.

3/23 and 3/25: WCHD visits to offter tips
about safe kids and safe sleep.

4/6 and 4/22: Get tips about kids' bike
safety. Children are welcome to participate.

5/18 and 5/27: Learn about sun safety and
outdoor safety as the weather warms up.
Children are welcome to participate.

NEW WALK & TALK

Tuesdays in May | 1:30 PM

Meet at Circulation Desk

Get out of the library for a casual walk on
the path in Byron Memorial Park with library

staff. Talk, socialize, or enjoy the great
outdoors with others. Rain or shine.

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAD
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0 @mywcfl HOLIDAY Spring Break — Friday, April 3

Easter — Sunday, April 5, 2026
CLOSINGS Memorial Day — Monday, May 25
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